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JULY TO SEPTEMBER 2006
Congratulations


We are pleased to announce that Lt Gen RR Goswami, Lt Gen YK Jain, AVSM and Lt Gen Noble Thamburaj, SM have been promoted to the rank of Lt Gen and have assumed the prestigious appointments of Commandant, College of Military Engineering, Director General (Married Accommodation Project) and GOC Corps respectively.


All ranks of the Bombay Sappers are proud of the Gen Officers and send their heartiest congra-tulations to the General Officers and wish them a very rewarding tenure.

LT GEN RR GOSWAMI

Born on 19 Aug 1948, Lt Gen Rama Ranjan Goswami was commissioned into the Bombay Sappers on 09 June 1968. He did a brief stint with an Engineer Regiment in Nagaland and Mizoram before volunteering for parachute duties. He served with Para Field Company for approx, 2½ years and took part in the 1971 operations, while serving with Parachute Brigade, in Bangladesh as well as in the Western Sector.

After the Degree Engineering Course, he volunteered and was posted again to Parachute Brigade, where he did another tenure of approx three years. He volunteered for and qualified in the Combat Freefall Parachute Course at PTS Agra. Thereafter he served as Instructor Class 'C' and Class–‘B' in the Faculty of Combat Engineering, CME Pune and went back to Parachute Brigade for the third tenure, as GSO 2 (Air). While in this assignment, he trained a large number of all ranks in freefall parachuting and was awarded the COAS Commendation Card for it.  Incidentally he is the first Indian to qualify in freefall parachuting or skydiving. 

As a Major, he earned his command criteria reports in an Engineer Regiment, in a Mountain Division and Infantry Division (RAPID). During this tenure, he was selected to represent India in the 4th World Cup of Skydiving held at the Olympic Stadium, Seoul in 1987. The officer participated in this World Cup as the sole male member from India.

He did another instructional tenure as a Lt Col/Col at the Faculty of Combat Engineering, CME Pune before assuming command of an Engineer Regiment. Having commanded the Regiment successfully in the Eastern Sector, he was nominated for and attended the Higher Command Course at the College of Combat Mhow, in 1994-95. He thereafter served as an instructor at the Defence Services Staff College Wellington, for almost three years.

As a Brigadier he was Chief Engineer of a Corps for two years and DDG ES (A) at the       E-in-C’s Branch, for a short period, before attending the NDC-41 Course at the National Defence College in 2001. Thereafter, he was posted as Deputy MS (C) at Army HQ (MS Branch), for one year.

He was promoted on 28 Dec 2002 to the rank of Major General and assumed the appointment of GOC of an Area on 01 Jan 2003.  Before assuming the appointment of Commandant, CME, he was Commandant of Services Selection Board (East) Allahabad.  He is also Col Comdt, Corps of Engrs (BRO) wef 22 May 2005.

LT GEN YK JAIN, AVSM

Lt Gen YK Jain, AVSM, on promotion and in recognition of his outstanding performance with Married Accommodation Project (MAP), has been retained as Director General MAP wef 01 Feb 2006.


Born on 20 Feb 1948, Lt Gen Yogendra Kumar Jain, AVSM was commissioned into the Bombay Sappers on 21 Dec 1968.  The General Officer has had a distinguished and brilliant Army career spanning 38 years.  An alumnus of National Defence College, the General has attended the Long Defence Management Course, Defence Services Staff College and Senior Command Course.  He is accredited with higher technical qualifications, Masters in Technology (Construction Management) from IIT Delhi, Masters Degree in Management Science from Osmania University and Masters in Science (Defence Studies) from Anna University.


During his illustrious career, the General has held many important Command and Staff assignments to include Brigade Major of a Mountain Brigade, GSO1 at Army HQ, Command of an Engineer Regiment, Chief Engineer of an Operational Corps in the LC and CI grid during Op Parakram, Chief Engineer of a Zone and the present appointment of DG MAP.  Besides these, he has been a Directing Staff at NDA Khadakvasla, Army War College and College of Defence Management.


The General as Director General MAP is heading the biggest construction project ever sanctioned by the Government of India.  The vision and mission of this project is to provide housing to all serving Defence personnel across services and ranks. The project was conceptualized in 2002 and actual work began in 2003 under the aegis of the General Officer. The mammoth task is being executed in four phases, out of which phase I is under progress.  The task involves execution by PSUs, CPWD and Government organisations and dealing with consultants of national/ international standards.


The General Officer was decorated with Ati Vishisht Seva Medal on the Republic Day 2004 in recognition of his distinguished service, exemplary devotion to duty and for displaying exceptional wisdom while planning, organising & executing tasks as DG MAP.

Lt Gen Noble Thamburaj, SM


Born on 09 Sep 1949, Lt Gen Noble Thamburaj, SM has had a distinguished and brilliant Army career spanning 36 years.  He is a 1969 batch officer, commissioned into the Corps of Engineers after graduation from NDA Khadakwasla and IMA Dehradun.


An alumnus of Defence Services Staff College, the General has done his Senior Command, Higher Command and NDC.  He is also accredited with higher technical qualifications, M Tech (Bldg Science) from IIT Delhi and M Phil (Defence Studies) from Indore University, to his name.


During his illustrious career, the General has held many important assignments to include a Brigade Major of a Mountain Brigade, Command of Para Fd Coy, RAPID (Strike) Engr Regt, a Rashtriya Rifle Sector during ‘OP VIJAY’ and an Infantry Division during ‘OP PARAKRAM’.  The General has seen action during Indo-Pak War of 1971 and Counter Insurgency Operations in North East and Jammu & Kashmir.  He also holds an unique distinction of being the only Sapper Gen Cadre Offr to have commanded RR Sector.  Besides these, he has been an Instructor in OTA Chennai and Defence Services Staff College, Wellington.  He has also led a delegation to Israel.


The General Officer was decorated with Sena Medal during his command of 8 Sec RR in recognition of his distinguished service, exemplary devotion of duty and for displaying exceptional wisdom while planning, organizing and executing tasks.
HONOURS & AWARDS


The Bombay Sappers continued to earn the laurels to reach the pinnacles of glory.  11 COAS Commendation Cards, 52 VCOAS Commendation Cards, 33      GOC-in-C’s Commendation Cards have been added to the list of Honours & Awards in this year by the Bombay Sappers.   We convey our heartiest congratulation to all those who added laurels to the Bombay Sappers. The names of these award winners are as under :-

COAS Commendation Card

Lt Col Ravi Navet

Maj Santanu Roy

Maj Yogesh Sharad Dani

Maj Dinesh Kumar Bhadra

Maj Harkesh Kumar

Sub Maj Suram Chand

Sub Balwinder Singh

Sub Sukhvir Singh

Sub Sukhdev Singh

Nb Sub Sukhvir Singh

Nb Sub Giriraj Singh

VCOAS Commendation Card

Brig Vinod Kumar Bhatt, SM, VSM

Col SJ Gracias

Col Satpal Ahlawat

Lt Col Birender Singh

Lt Col SS Rawat

Lt Col GS Jaswal

Lt Col S Ramanathan

Lt Col MK Keshwar

Maj Dhiraj Minotra

Maj JS Mahadik

Maj Akhilesh Mishra

Maj Elsie D’Costa

Lt Vivek Gupta

Sub M Hassanar

Sub KK Singh

Sub RB Singh

Sub Narayan Ramu Waghmode

Sub Som Dutt

Sub BL Sen

Sub Bhupinder Singh

Sub Siya Ram

Nb Sub Harish Chandra

Nb Sub PV Vishwanathan

Nb Sub Bhim Singh

Nb Sub AK Mishra

CHM AK Yadav

Hav Bhola Nath

Hav Rawail Singh

Hav JS Tamang

Hav Sukhbir Singh, SM

LHav Vithal Khole

Nk Sanjay Bhosle

Nk Dilbag Singh

LNk Dabhade NB

LNk Upendra Kumar

LNk Naresh Kumar

LNk RS Chauhan

LNk Ram Niwas

LNk Gajraj Singh

LNk Sevraj Sunil Devakaran

LNk Kulwinder Singh

LNk Dusunge BP

LNk Rakesh MM

Spr Navjot Singh

Spr PD Pawar

Spr KP Kushwah

Spr YS Saini

Spr Prakash Acharya

Spr Sisupal Singh

Spr Shelke Shaji

Spr Sahadeb Mehto

Spr Anand Oraon

GOC-in-C’s Commendation Card

Lt Col Rominder Singh Bhasin

Lt Col RK Singh, SM

Maj Atul Suryawanshi

Maj HS Ahluwalia

Maj Amit Sakhre

Sub Harbans Singh

Sub Bhagwan Singh

Sub RS Negi

Sub Ramesh Singh

Sub Prem Prakash Purohit

Sub Sukhbir Singh

Sub Patil Kiran Kumar

Nb Sub Abdul Haq Khan

Nb Sub Dilbag Singh

Nb Sub RK Sharma

Nb Sub Malkiat Singh

Hav Rajender

Hav Kamruddin

Hav Zaved Khan

Hav Jarnail Singh

Hav Suryawanshi Ankush Nivruti

LHav Mukhtiar Singh

LHav Bhola Singh

LHav Hukum Singh

LHav More Yeshwant Vithal

Nk Resham Singh

Nk PS Rangrao

Nk Raj Kumar

LNk SS Pawar

LNk Azaz Khan

LNk Chhinder Pal Singh

Spr DJ Dadlya

Spr Prabhjit Singh
NEWS FROM THE CENTRE

Independence Day Celebrations 2006


Brig Vinod Kumar Bhatt, SM, VSM, Comdt this Centre unfurled the national flag at Trg Bn-1 Qr Gd.  He pipped the JCOs granted Honorary Rank on the occasion.  A cocktail was hosted at JCOs Mess to mark the Independence Day celebrations.

Farewell Visit : Maj Gen SK Jaswal, AVSM and Maj Gen SBS Bains


A farewell banquet was hosted to bid farewell to Maj Gen SK Jaswal, AVSM and Maj Gen SBS Bains at the Officers’ Mess on 17 Aug 2006. Both the Gen Offrs retired on 31 Aug 2006. 

AWWA Day Celebrations


AWWA Day was celebrated with full vigour and fervour at SLPT, Trg Bn-2 on 25 Aug 2006.    The function was well attended.  There were more than 650 families of JCOs/OR in the meet.  It was followed by a tree plantation on 26th Aug. Senior officers ladies meet on 29 Aug 2006 at Pioneer House.  A career counseling lecture was conducted by Lt Col Ramesh, Professor AIT Pune for the wards of the Bombay Sappers at Rane Auditorium on 29 Aug 2006.
Aid to Civ Auth : Flood Relief Ops


The monsoon, as in 2005, hit Maharashtra with savage force this year too.  The districts of Satara, Sangli, Pune, Mumbai, Yavatmal, Aurangabad and Nasik received the heaviest rainfall in decades.  The Bombay Sappers swung into action for rescue operation to assist the civil population.  Even before the monsoon vented its fury, the flood relief teams and the equipment were mob in action.  


The flood relief teams were deployed in Mumbai, Sangli, Satara, Aurangabad, Ahmednagar and Nasik for flood relief operations.  Each team comprised of a JCO and six other ranks with two BAUTs and two OBMs and other accessories.  The teams were immediately effective and their presence made a significant impact on the relief work and humanitarian effort being carried out.  It was the district of Sangli and Nanded which faced the brunt of the monsoon fury, but they couldn’t deter the Sappers.  Bombay Sappers teams successfully rescued 465 persons from the rising floodwaters.  All in all flood relief teams rescued a total of 6500 people all over Maharashtra.  All this was achieved without any loss of own personnel or equipment.


The selfless action and courage shown by the Sappers earned profuse praise from the locals who were helped in their hour of need.  Also the local administrators profusely thanked the various teams and gave commendation letters and cards for the teams operating in their districts.  These letters were received from the district administration of Sangli and Nanded districts.  This humanitarian mission gave great satisfactions to the members of flood relief teams who utilized their training to the optimum and that too for a noble cause.

Commemoration : Ashok Chakra Day

Akhand Path was organised at     Trg Bn-2 Gurdwara on 21 Sep 2006 that culminated on 23 Sep 2006 followed by Guru-ka-langar to mark the Ashok Chakra Day.  A two minutes silence was observed at Gurnam Boys Hostel followed by garlanding the bust of late Nb Sub Gurnam Singh, AC on this occasion.  Rs 5000/- was presented to the wife of late hero.  Battalion wise Barakhana also marked the occasion.

[image: image1.wmf]OBITUARY
MAJ GEN SA PINTO, AVSM (RETD)


With deep sorrow, we record the sad demise of Maj Gen Sydney Alexander Pinto, AVSM on 26 Jul 2006 at France.  He was 84 years old.


Born on 29 Jan 1922, he was initially commissioned into 97 Independent Fd Coy of Royal Bombay Sappers and Miners in 1942 and subsequently served in 485 Independent Fd Coy of Royal Bombay Sappers and Miners during World War-II at Burma.  He also had a stint at HQ IV Corps Burma as GSO-3 (Int) and SORE-II Ops with Integrated HQ of CE North Burma area/HQ 474 (Royal Bombay) Command Army Group Engineers in 1946-1947.


Post independence, he was transferred to Bengal Engineer Group as 7 Fd Coy Commander.  He also served as Commander Engrs 623 Airfield Engrs in Nepal on the project Raxaul to Kathmandu and Airfield at Gaucher (Kathmandu) in the years 1954-1956.  He was Instructor at Defence Services Staff College from 1958 to 1961 and Commanded 416 Engr Bde in Ladakh from 1962 to 1964 and    164 Mtn Bde in NEFA.  On promotion to the rank of Maj Gen, he took over as GOC 2 Mtn Div in NEFA in 1962 and finally hung his uniform on 03 Nov 1970.


All Ranks of the Bombay Sappers convey their heartfelt condolences to the grieved family for this irreparable loss.  May GOD rest the departed soul in peace – Amen.

Next of Kin :-

Mrs Suzanne Pinto (Wife)


20 Boulevard de la République

F-92210, SAINT CLOUD

France

(Tele : Switzerland – 0041272073460)
(Editor : Source of info Lt Gen WAG Pinto, PVSM (Retd), (Ex Army Cdr Central Command, brother of Maj Gen SA Pinto, AVSM (Retd), 1 Arun Khetarpal Marg, Ghorpuri, Pune – 411001 (Tele : 020 – 56220970).

The other sad demises from the Bombay Sappers family, recorded with great pain during the period under review were :-

Spr Surinder Singh
-
15 Jul 2006

(236 IWT Op Unit)

Hav Padmakar Uttam Appa
-
22 Jul 2006

(Trg Bn-2)

Spr Abdul Gani
-
24 Jul 2006

(HQ CE 31 Zone)

Hav Sohan Singh
-
03 Aug 2006

(270 Engr Regt)

Nk Godambe Sanjay Subhash
-
10 Aug 2006.

(120 Engr Regt)

Spr Ramesh Dhebe 
-
13 Aug 2006

(107 Engr Regt)

LNk Kulbir Singh
-
20 Aug 2006

(108 Engr Regt)
Hav Jaswant Singh
-
22 Aug 2006

(CI MT & Plant)

Hav Kashmira Singh 
-
23 Aug 2006

(104 Engr Regt)

Spr Dere Pravin Shamrao
-
24 Aug 2006
(107 Engr Regt)
Spr Kondekar CD
-
02 Sep 2006
(235 IWT Op Unit Engrs)

Rect Jagraj Singh
-
07 Oct 2006

(Trg Bn-2)

LNk Kheema Bhai
-
23 Oct 2006

(101 Engr Regt)
May God rest the departed souls in peace.
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